
New Funding Allows Design to Begin
on SR 510 (Y3) North Loop 
During the 2004 legislative session, $1.2 million was 
appropriated to Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) to begin the design of the 
SR 510 North Yelm Loop.  The loop is a 4.2 mile, two-
lane corridor, to be posted at 45 MPH. There will be 
nine intersections along the new highway, and several 
existing streets will become cul-de-sacs (see map on 
other side). The new road – which is anticipated to 
cost over $70 million to design, acquire property, and 
construct – will allow traffi c to move more effi ciently 
between Spanaway, Roy, and McKenna in Pierce County 
and destinations in Thurston County. Separated non-
motorized pathways will be provided to enhance bike 
and pedestrian mobility.

Design and Environmental Work Underway
In June of 2004, WSDOT retained Parametrix, an 
engineering, planning, and environmental consulting 
fi rm, to update the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and begin design of the SR 510 Loop. The original EA 
addressed the impacts of a route that included two 
individual segments, termed “Y2” (SR 507 South Yelm 
Loop) and “Y3” (SR 510 North Yelm Loop). Together, the 
loops provide capacity, connectivity, system linkage, and 
enhanced freight mobility for the transportation network 
in the Yelm area.  Because the two loops are part of one 
planned corridor, the EA will be reviewed and updated 
for the entire route, even though only the SR 510 
segment is funded for design.

Next Steps
The funding WSDOT received to begin the design work 
is not suffi cient to fi nalize the design package, nor is it 
intended for right-of-way acquisition or construction. At 
this time, no additional funding has been identifi ed, and 
the future – and a construction start date – is uncertain.  
WSDOT and the City of Yelm continue to work to fi nd 
funding so that the project can maintain momentum.

Reaching Out
WSDOT and the design team have already held meetings 
and spoken with property owners adjacent to the new 
SR 510 North Yelm Loop. Efforts to reach out to the 
greater community will continue throughout 2005, with 
plans to hold a public meeting in the late spring. 
For additional information contact:

Michele Britton, Project Engineer
PO Box 47440
Olympia, WA 98504-4770
(360) 357-2682
(360) 357-2688
brittom@wsdot.wa.gov

www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR510YelmLoop/

Property Owner Information
In December, a “right of entry” letter was sent to over 
100 properties adjacent to the SR 510 North Yelm Loop. 
The letter requested access to private properties as 
needed to conduct environmental fi eld work. To date, we 
have received nearly 40 signed authorizations granting 
the right to enter properties.  If you have not returned 
yours, please take a minute to sign and send them back 
to us. Please call if you have any questions, or need 
clarifi cation regarding work we may need to do on your 
property.

Milestones
WSDOT and the City of Yelm have been working to 
identify solutions to the increasing traffi c along Yelm 
Avenue (SR 510) and First Street (SR 507) since the mid 
1990s. Milestones include:

• 1995: Yelm Transportation Plan identifi es Y2 and Y3 
as needed improvements

• 1997: Route Development Plan prepared by WSDOT
• 1997: 1999:“loop” road alternatives analyzed; 

signifi cant public outreach conducted
• 2000: alternatives documented in an Environmental 

Assessment (EA)
• 2000: FHWA issues a “Finding of No Signifi cant 

Impact”
• 2004: WSDOT begins highway design process

January 2005

Project Schedule*

Planning and Environmental
Assessment

Final Design, R/W
Acquisition & PS&E

Scoping &
Prelim Design

Environmental
Permits

Construction
2004 to mid 20051995 through 2001 July 2005 to 2008 2013 through 20152012

FONSI
01 Feb 2001

Design Concurrence
Fall 2004

40% PS&E
30 June 2005

Continuing Public Outreach

PS&E
Complete

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Individuals requiring reasonable 
accommodations may request written materials in alternate formats, sign language 
interpreters, physical accessibility accommodations, or other reasonable accommodation 
by contacting the event sponsor (enter name of event sponsor and phone number), usually 
two weeks before meeting’s date (insert date).  Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing 
may call the Washington State Telecommunications Relay Service, or Tele-Braille at 
7-1-1, Voice 1-800-833-6384, and ask to be connected to the event sponsor’s phone number.

Title VI Statement to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) 
policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin and sex, 
as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefi ts of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded 
programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been 
violated, may fi le a complaint with WSDOT’s Offi ce of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI 
complaint forms and advice, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.

SR 510 Yelm Loop Project  Design Process Underway
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*Subject to Funding Availability
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